FRANCO    IN    MELILLA                         1*J
The Captain-General of Melilla, Aldave, following the
example of General Marina in 1909, decided to undertake
a punitive expedition immediately. On the 3ist of August
a column of five thousand men under the command of
General Larrea left to occupy the Talusits, small heights
overlooking the river. And on the same day that the govern-
ment in Madrid was publishing an explanatory note on the
incident in the River Kert region, "congratulating itself that
the Riffian incident could be considered closed/' a new war
was begun.
The spectacle of the departure of troops for Morocco was
repeated,, with demonstrations pro and con on the side-walks.
A new reluctance filled those who could see no end to this
adventure. The journalistic wrangling was deafening. Par-
liamentary debates and notices of ministerial crises were in
order. And all the time more soldiers marched forth, and
the sick and the wounded returned, who described the
region occupied as a land of terror under a blazing sun that,
with the aid of mosquitoes and brackish waters, broke down
the healthiest constitution with fever and organic disorders,
when one was lucky enough to escape attacks and return
unwounded from the front lines.
"The troops," wrote General Serra Orts, who directed
that campaign, "were in a constant stalemate; denied sleep,
eating little and poorly, as their critical and dangerous posi-
tion required. During those eleven interminable hours in
the defence of the Talusits, no one ate, drank, or rested for a
single moment. They slept, when it was possible to sleep, in
the open air. Sixty-five per cent, of the men, of all ranks,
from generals to privates, were the victims of malaria/'
The year ended without any abatement in the fighting
begun in August. General Ord6nez and three colonels were
in the list of the dead.
If life was disagreeable and difficult for the advance guard,